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Course: The ART of Family 
and Consumer Science 
Grade:9-12 
 

Overview of Course:  Do you like to be creative?  In this course students will learn about personal finance, housing design, sewing 
skills, and cake decorating.  This course is for the person who loves to do things hands on and work with a variety of topics to be 
creative.  This course is fun and will also help prepare you for your future! 

 
Overarching Big Ideas, Enduring Understandings, and Essential Questions 

(These “spiral” throughout the entire curriculum.) 
 

Big Idea 
 Consumerism 
     

Standard(s) Addressed 
11.1.12 D 
  Evaluate the role of consumer rights and 
responsibilities in the resolution of a consumer 
problem through the practical reasoning 
process. 
 
11.1.9  D 
 Explain how consumer rights and 
responsibilities are protected. (e.g., government 
agencies, consumer protection agencies, 
consumer action groups) 

Enduring Understanding(s) 
 
 Consumer Rights and responsibilities will be 
evaluated with the use of practical reasoning. 
 
Understanding the importance of knowing 
your rights and responsibilities as a consumer. 

Essential Question(s) 
How can consumer rights be used in everyday 
living? 
 
Why is it important to know my consumer 
rights?  
 
 
How can consumer rights be protected? 
 
 
 

 
Personal Finance 
   

11.1.9.B 
  Explain the responsibilities associated with 
managing personal  finances (e.g., savings, 
checking, credit, non cash systems, investments, 
insurance ) 

Personal Finances will be managed throughout 
a lifespan. 
 
Having a financial plan is necessary to achieve 
goals. 
 
There advantages or disadvantages of using 
different forms of payment for goods and 
services.   
 

How can checking accounts be used even in a 
world of technology? 
 
What method of payment is most appropriate 
for the purchase I am making? 
 
Why do I need to create a budget? 
 
How can setting up a savings account in 
younger years influence later years? 
 



How can different types of investments be 
used at different times in a life cycle? 
 
How can credit cards have a positive and /or 
negative impact on a budget? 
How can personal finance impact life style? 
 
How can personal finance impact credit 
ratings? 
 
How can I best use my financial resources to 
furnish my first home? 
 

 Decisions   
  
 
 
 
 
 

11.1.12 F 
Compare and contrast the selection of goods and 
services by applying the effective consumer 
strategies. 

Effective consumer strategies can be applied in 
the selection of goods and services. 
 
 

 
How can advertising affect the buying 
decision of the consumer? 
 
How can subliminal suggestions be used to 
influence decision making? 
 
How can different advertising strategies 
impact consumer knowledge? 
 

Employment 
  
 
 
 
 
 

11.1.12 D 
Evaluate the role of consumer rights and 
responsibilities in the resolution of a consumer 
problem through the practical reasoning 
process. 

The practical reasoning process will be a 
resolution for various consumer issues and 
problems. 
 
Obtaining a job depends on your interview 
skills and attire.  
 
 

How can a properly constructed resume get a 
person a job? 
 
How can an interview make or break a job 
prospect? 
 
How can specific qualities get a consumer the 
right job? 
 
 

Housing  
     

11.1.12.D 
Evaluate the role of consumer rights and 
responsibilities in the resolution of a consumer 

Effective consumer strategies can be applied in 
the selection of goods and services. 
 

How can renting an apartment have its 
advantages? 
 



problem through the practical reasoning 
process. 
 
 
 
 
11.1.12 F 
Compare and contrast the selection of goods and 
services by applying the effective consumer 
strategies. 

The practical reasoning process will be a 
resolution for various consumer issues and 
problems. 
 
A variety of factors impact the housing options 
available to individuals and families. 
 
Establishing a budget, determining desired 
longevity and comparison shopping are 
necessary to furnish a home. 

How can safety issues be a part of apartment 
living? 
 
How can space determine pricing? 
 
How can finances influence living space? 
 
How can location play a part in renting 
choices? 
 
 

Creativity  
 

11.2.9 D Analyze the space requirements for a 
specified activity to meet a given need. 
 
11.2.12 D Based on efficiently, aesthetics and 
psychology, evaluate space plans for their ability 
to meet a variety of needs including those 
individuals with special needs. 
 
11.2.6 D Identify the concepts and principles 
used in planning space for activities.  
 

Effective ways to use color and color schemes. 
 
 
Designing a space using interior design 
concepts.   
 
 
Understand the basics of sewing and how it 
incorporates into everyday life. 
 
Creativity and resourcefulness impacts both 
budget and self-esteem.  
 
 

How does color affect one’s space and/or 
mood? 
 
How can one effectively design their first 
place? 
 
 
How would you incorporate sewing into your 
everyday life? 
 
Why is important for you as a high school 
student do have the skills of basic sewing? 
 
How can I express my uniqueness creatively  

Safety 11.3.3 F Identify components of a basic recipe, 
ingredients, recipe directions, and safety 
techniques.  
 
11.3.6 F Analyze basic food preparation 
techniques and food-handling procedures. 
 
11.3.9 F Hypothesize the effectiveness of the use 
of meal management principles (time 
management, budgetary considerations, sensory 
appeal, balanced nutrition, safety, sanitation.)  

Understand the importance of kitchen safety, 
knife skills and sanitation. 
 
Understand how to use equipment correctly.  
 
Understand why using correct food handling 
techniques and sanitation is necessary. 
 
Contamination and unsafe handing of food can 
impact my health.   

Why is it important to be aware of kitchen 
safety? 
 
Why is it important to understand the proper 
use of knives and kitchen equipment? 
 
How do I ensure that my food is safe? 
 
 
 
 



 
Big Ideas, Enduring Understandings, and Essential Questions Per Unit of Study 

(These do NOT “spiral” throughout the entire curriculum, but are specific to each unit.) 
 

Month of 
Instruction 
(In what 
month(s) 
will you 
teach this 
unit?) 
 

Title of 
Unit 

Big Idea(s) 
(A Big Idea is 
typically a noun 
and always 
transferable 
within and among 
content areas.) 
 

Standard(s) 
Addressed 
(What Common Core 
Standard(s) and/or PA 
Standard(s) addresses 
this Big Idea?) 

Enduring 
Understanding(s) 
(SAS refers to Enduring 
Understandings as “Big 
Ideas.”  EUs are the 
understandings we want 
students to carry with 
them after they 
graduate.  EUs will link 
Big Ideas together.  
Consider having only 
one or two EUs per Big 
Idea.) 
 

Essential 
Question(s) 
(Essential Questions 
are broad and open 
ended.  Sometimes, 
EQs can be debated.  A 
student’s answer to an 
EQ will help teachers 
determine if he/she 
truly understands.  
Consider having only 
one or two EQs per 
Enduring 
Understanding.) 
 

Common 
Assessment(s)* 
(What assessments 
will all teachers of 
this unit use to 
determine if 
students have 
answered the 
Essential 
Questions?) 

Common 
Resource(s)* 
Used 
(What resources will 
all teachers of this 
unit use to help 
students understand 
the Big Ideas?) 

Week 1 Consumeri
sm 

Consumerism Standard(s) 
Addressed 
11.1.12 D 
  Evaluate the role of 
consumer rights and 
responsibilities in the 
resolution of a 
consumer problem 
through the practical 
reasoning process. 
 
11.1.9  D 
 Explain how consumer 
rights and 
responsibilities are 
protected. (e.g., 
government agencies, 

Consumer Rights and 
responsibilities will be 
evaluated with the use 
of practical reasoning. 
 
Understanding the 
importance of knowing 
your rights and 
responsibilities as a 
consumer. 

How can consumer 
rights be used in 
everyday living? 
 
Why is it important to 
know my consumer 
rights?  
 
 
How can consumer 
rights be protected? 
 

Consumer 
complaint letter 
 
Consumer 
purchasing 
assignment  

 



consumer protection 
agencies, consumer 
action groups) 

Week 2-4 Personal 
Finance 

Personal Finance 11.1.9.B 
  Explain the 
responsibilities 
associated with 
managing personal  
finances (e.g., savings, 
checking, credit, non-
cash systems, 
investments, insurance 
) 

Personal Finances will 
be managed throughout 
a lifespan. 
 
Having a financial plan 
is necessary to achieve 
goals. 
 
There advantages or 
disadvantages of using 
different forms of 
payment for goods and 
services.   
 

How can checking 
accounts be used even 
in a world of 
technology? 
 
What method of 
payment is most 
appropriate for the 
purchase I am 
making? 
 
Why do I need to 
create a budget? 
 
How can setting up a 
savings account in 
younger years 
influence later years? 
 
How can different 
types of investments 
be used at different 
times in a life cycle? 
 
How can credit cards 
have a positive and 
/or negative impact 
on a budget? 
How can personal 
finance impact life 
style? 
 

Party plan- 
Budgeting 
assignment  
 
Creating a 
personal budget 
 
 
 

 



How can personal 
finance impact credit 
ratings? 
 
How can I best use my 
financial resources to 
furnish my first home? 
 

Week 5-6 Decision 
making 
skills 

Decision  11.1.12 F 
Compare and contrast 
the selection of goods 
and services by 
applying the effective 
consumer strategies. 

Effective consumer 
strategies can be applied 
in the selection of goods 
and services. 
 

How can advertising 
affect the buying 
decision of the 
consumer? 
 
How can subliminal 
suggestions be used to 
influence decision 
making? 
 
How can different 
advertising strategies 
impact consumer 
knowledge? 
 

Consumer 
purchasing 
assignment 
 
Personal Decision 
making 
assignment 

 

        
Week 7-8 Housing 

choices 
Housing 11.1.12.D 

Evaluate the role of 
consumer rights and 
responsibilities in the 
resolution of a 
consumer problem 
through the practical 
reasoning process. 
 
 
 
 

Effective consumer 
strategies can be applied 
in the selection of goods 
and services. 
 
The practical reasoning 
process will be a 
resolution for various 
consumer issues and 
problems. 
 

How can renting an 
apartment have its 
advantages? 
 
How can safety issues 
be a part of apartment 
living? 
 
How can space 
determine pricing? 
 

 
Choose an 
apartment/dorm 
uusing a specified 
budget 
 
 

 



11.1.12 F 
Compare and contrast 
the selection of goods 
and services by 
applying the effective 
consumer strategies. 

A variety of factors 
impact the housing 
options available to 
individuals and families. 
 
Establishing a budget, 
determining desired 
longevity and 
comparison shopping 
are necessary to furnish 
a home. 

How can finances 
influence living space? 
 
How can location play 
a part in renting 
choices? 
 

Week 8-9 Designing 
my first 
place, use 
of color 
scheme  

Creativity 11.2.9 D Analyze the 
space requirements for 
a specified activity to 
meet a given need. 
 
11.2.12 D Based on 
efficiently, aesthetics 
and psychology, 
evaluate space plans 
for their ability to meet 
a variety of needs 
including those 
individuals with special 
needs. 
 
11.2.6 D Identify the 
concepts and principles 
used in planning space 
for activities.  
 

Effective ways to use 
color and color schemes. 
 
 
Designing a space using 
interior design concepts.   
 
 
Understand the basics of 
sewing and how it 
incorporates into 
everyday life. 
 
Creativity and 
resourcefulness impacts 
both budget and self-
esteem.  
 

How does color affect 
one’s space and/or 
mood? 
 
How can one 
effectively design their 
first place? 
 
 
How would you 
incorporate sewing 
into your everyday 
life? 
 
Why is important for 
you as a high school 
student do have the 
skills of basic sewing? 
 
How can I express my 
uniqueness creatively 

Design their first 
place using 
interior design 
concepts, color 
schemes, and 
space 
arrangements  
 
Create a concept 
board (design 
board) 
 
Create a virtual 
floor plan- 
floorplanner.com 

 

Week 10-14 Sewing 
basics and 
design 

Creativity 11.2.9 D Analyze the 
space requirements for 
a specified activity to 
meet a given need. 

Effective ways to use 
color and color schemes. 
 
 

How does color affect 
one’s space and/or 
mood? 
 

Create a hand 
sewing project 
 
Sew on a button 

 



 
11.2.12 D Based on 
efficiently, aesthetics 
and psychology, 
evaluate space plans 
for their ability to meet 
a variety of needs 
including those 
individuals with special 
needs. 
 
11.2.6 D Identify the 
concepts and principles 
used in planning space 
for activities.  
 

Designing a space using 
interior design concepts.   
 
 
Understand the basics of 
sewing and how it 
incorporates into 
everyday life. 
 
Creativity and 
resourcefulness impacts 
both budget and self-
esteem.  
 

How can one 
effectively design their 
first place? 
 
 
How would you 
incorporate sewing 
into your everyday 
life? 
 
Why is important for 
you as a high school 
student do have the 
skills of basic sewing? 
 
How can I express my 
uniqueness creatively 

Hemming stiches 
 
Create a memo-
board  
 
Sew samples of 
different types of 
stitches  
 
 
Create a final 
project of choice 
that student will 
use in their first 
place (i.e. 
drawstring bag, 
pillowcase, 
drawstring shorts, 
gumdrop pillow, 
etc) 
 

Week 14-18 Cake 
Decorating 

Preparation 11.3.9 F Hypothesize 
the effectiveness of the 
use of meal 
management principles 
(time management, 
budgetary 
considerations, sensory 
appeal, balanced 
nutrition, safety, 
sanitation.) 

Understand what needs 
to be considered when 
making food choice 
 
Understand why it is 
important to be able to 
plan the steps of the 
preparation process in 
baking and decorating 
cakes  
 
 

Why is it important to 
plan our design first 
 
What do I need to 
know about cake 
decorating in order to 
effetely decorate a 
cake? 

Video 
Demonstrations 
Practice using cake 
decorating tools 
 
Wilton Rose, Stars, 
boarders, royal icing 
Techniques how to 
make  
 
Hands- lab 
experience 
 

 

 
 



* Some teachers may need to think about the assessments and resources used in order to determine the Big Ideas, Enduring Understandings, and 
Essential Questions embedded in their courses.  At this point in your curriculum mapping, you might want to ignore the “Common Assessments” and 
“Common Resources Used” columns.  However, you may use them if you wish. 


